wiiiinDiiiiiiiii 

(ID EP 1 172 467 A1 

(1 2) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

published in accordance with Art. 158(3) EPC 



Date of nuhliratifin* 


(Dl; mt ci/: uui r O/O^, UU I u o/uoo 


16 012002 Bulletin 2002/03 


(21) Application number 00908073.0 


(86) International application number: 


PCT/JP00/01553 


f22^ Date of filiner 14 03 2000 


(87) International publication number: 




WO 00/55403 (21 .09.2000 Gazette 2000/38) 


(84) Designated Contracting States: 


(72) Inventors: 


AT BE CH CY DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 


• ABE, Takao 


MC NL PT SE 


Nobeoka-shi, Mlyazaki 882-0866 (JP) 


Designated Extension States: 


• AZUMA, You Ichiro 


AL LT LV MK RO SI 


Nobeoka-shi, Mlyazaki 882-0866 (JP) 




• MATSUO, Teruhiko 


(30) Priority: 15.03.1999 JP 6867299 


Nobeoka-shi, Mlyazaki 882-0865 (JP) 


(71) Applicant: Asahl Kasel Kabushlkf Kalsha 


(74) Representative: Weber, Thomas, Dr.Dlpl.-Chem. 


Osaka-shi, Osaka 530-8205 (JP) 


Patentanwalte von Kreisler-Selting-Werner, 




Postfach10 22 41 




50462 Koln (DE) 



(54) POLY(TRIMETHYLENE TEREPHTHALATE) FIBER 



* 




Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 



CO 
CM 



CL 
LU 



(57) According to the present invention, potytrimeth- 
ylene terephthalate fiber is provided, which is high in 
toughness, uniform in fiber size and excellent in dyeing 
uniformity, whereby it is extremely suitable for a clothing 
use. 

Polytrimethylene terephthalate fiber according to 
the present invention can be produced by a two-step 
method consisting of a low speed spinning process and 
a drawing process, wherein the winding condition of un- 
drawn fiber, the atmospheric condition under which the 
undrawn fiber is retained and the time for retaining the 
undrawn fiber are set to a specific range so that the 
shrinkage of undrawn fiber with time and the transfor- 
mation of the undrawn package caused thereby are min- 
imized. Thus, the unwinding tension of the undrawn fiber 
is maintained constant whereby the drawing is favorably 
carried out to result in a high quality polytrimethylene 
terephthalate fiber. 
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Description 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

s [0001] The present invention relates to a polytrimethylene terephthalate fiber (hereinafter referred to as PTT fiber), 
which is a kind of polyester fiber, and a method for producing the same. Specifically, it relates to a so-called two-step 
method for producing PTT fiber wherein polytrimethylene terephthalate is melt-spun and once taken up as an undrawn 
fiber after which it is drawn to be the PTT fiber and the PTT fiber thus obtained has a high uniformity suitable for a 
clothing use. More specifically, it relates an atmospheric condition and a time period for maintaining the undrawn fiber 

10 in the above-mentioned method for producing the same. 

BACKGROUND ART 

[0002] Polyester fibers mainly composed of polyethylene terephthalate have widely been produced, all over the 
15 world, as synthetic fibers most suitable for clothing use, and the polyester fiber industry has already developed into a 
major industrial field. 

[0003] On the other hand, PTT fiber has long been studied, but it has not yet reached full-scale industrial production 
because of a high price of trimethylene glycol which is one of raw materials thereof in the prior art. In this regard, a 
method has recently been invented, for producing trimethylene glycol at a low cost, whereby there is a possibility of 
20 industrialization. 

[0004] PTT fiber is expected to be an epoch-making fiber having the advantages of polyester fiber and nylon fiber, 
and the application thereof has been studied for clothing use or carpet use in which the advantages thereof are desir- 
able. 

[0005] PTT fiber has long been known in the prior art and, for example, from Japanese Unexamined Patent Publi- 
cs cations (Kokai) No. 52-5320 (A), No. 52-8123 (B), No. 52-8124 (C), NO. 58-104216 (D), J. Polymer Science: Polymer 
Physics Edition Vol., 14, 263 to 274 (1976) (E), and Chemical Fibers International Vol., 45, April (1995) 110 to 111 (F). 
[0006] In these prior arts, PTT fiber is produced by a so-called two-step method and there is the following description 
in (D) which is technically similar to the present invention: 

30 "Since PTT undrawn fiber produced by an ordinary production method, i.e., at a spinning rate of lower than 2000 

m/rnin has extremely low degrees of orientation and crystallization and a glass transition point as low as 35 °C, 
the properties thereof very quickly change with time whereby it is difficult to obtain PTT fiber having favorable 
properties because of the generation of fluff or neps during a drawing process." 

35 [0007] A method is proposed in (D) as a technique for avoiding this problem, wherein a spinning rate is 2000 m/min 
or higher, preferably 2500 m/min or higher to develop the degrees of orientation and crystallization and a drawing 
temperature is maintained in a range from 35 to 80 °C. Also, there is an example in (D) wherein an undrawn fiber 
obtained at a spinning rate of 3,500 m/min is drawn after being left for 24 hours under the condition of 20°C and 60% RH. 
[0008] Although there is a description in (D) that the structure and physical properties of the undrawn fiber spun at 

40 a spinning rate lower than 2000 m/min significantly vary with time at a room temperature to directly disturb the drawing 
stability, there are neither descriptions nor suggestions of countermeasure for avoiding adverse effects caused by such 
a variation with time of the undrawn fiber obtained at a spinning rate of lowerthan 2000 m/min, not to speak of concrete 
means for suppressing such variation with time within a minimum limit to obtain a high quality fiber while maintaining 
a favorable drawing stability. 

45 [0009] From the description of Examples in (D), PTT fiber resulted from the method of (D) has a toughness of 18 
(cN/dtex) % 1/2 or less, from which it will be apparent that the mechanical property is poorer. 
[0010] In a comparative example disclosed in (D), a description is seen in that an undrawn fiber spun at a spinning 
rate of 1200 m/min was left in the atmosphere at 20°C and 60% RH, and thereafter drawn to be a drawn fiber having 
a toughness of as low as 1 8 (cN/dtex) % 1/2 , however, there is no description on the variation value of fiber size (U%) 

50 or the periodic fluctuation thereof. 

[001 1] As a result of studies according to the present inventors, it was found that when PTT fiber is produced by the 
two-step method wherein a spinning rate is 1 900 m/min or less, a shrinkage of the resultant undrawn fiber varies with 
atmospheric temperature and time as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. It was also found that if the variation of shrinkage with 
time is large, an undrawn fiber package transforms from a normal shape as shown in Fig. 3A to an abnormal shape 

55 as shown in Fig. 3B due to the shrinkage as the time lapses, and lengths of the undrawn fiber in the package are 
partially adhered to each otherto disturb the smooth unwinding of the undrawn fiber, which results in the large fluctuation 
of unwinding tension and the generation of many yarn breakages or single-filament breakages to worsen the drawing 
stability. Note that, in Figs. 3A and 3B, reference numeral 1 denotes the undrawn fiber and 2 denotes a bobbin for 
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taking up the undrawn yarn. 

[0012] Also, it was apparent that the drawn yarn obtained from the undrawn fiber wound in the package transformed 
due to the variation of shrinkage with time generally has a large variation value of fiber size, i.e., U%, and the periodic 
fluctuation thereof corresponding to a traverse width of a take-up winder for the undrawn fiber (2 to 5 m as converted 

5 to the drawn fiber) or integral times thereof (see Figs. 4A and 5A). A knit or woven fabric made of such a drawn fiber 
having the large U% and the periodic fluctuation of fiber size is in general unevenly dyed to exhibit a periodic dyeing 
speck or luster which is apparently unsuitable for a clothing use in which the uniformity is the most important property. 
[0013] Generally speaking, in the industrial production of synthetic fiber by the two-step method, maximally three or 
four days are required for completing the drawing after the undrawn fiber has been taken up, whereby influence of the 

10 variation in shrinkage with time is substantially inevitable. Accordingly, the industrial production of PTT fiber suitable 
for the clothing use is impossible under the condition wherein the variation in shrinkage with time is significant as in 
the above manner. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

15 

[0014] An object of the present invention is to provide a high-quality PTT fiber suitable for clothing use obtained by 
a two-step method, which can be drawn in a stable manner (to result in a high yield), high in toughness and low in 
variation of fiber size, particularly in periodic fluctuation of fiber size, preferable for an apparel, excellent in quality, and 
a method for industrially producing such PTT fiber. A problem to be solved by the present invention is to suppress the 
20 shrinkage of the undrawn fiber with time as much as possible, to reduce the fluctuation of unwinding tension of the 
undrawn fiber and to eliminate the adverse effect on the drawing stability of the undrawn fiber and on the quality of the 
drawn fiber. 

[0015] As a result of diligent study, the present inventors found the relationship between the atmospheric condition 
(temperature and relative humidity) in which PTT undrawn fiber is retained and the shrinkage variation of the undrawn 
25 fiber with time as well as the relationship between the atmospheric condition and the drawing stability or the quality of 
the drawn fiber. The present invention has completed based on such a knowledge. 

[0016] That is, a first aspect of the present invention is a twisted or non-twisted PTT fiber high in uniformity, having 
an intrinsic viscosity in a range from 0.7 to 1 .3, composed of 95 mol% or more of repeated units of trimethylene tereph- 
thalate and 5 mol% or less of repeated units of other ester, characterized in that a toughness of the fiber is 1 9 (cN/ 
30 dtex) % 1/2 or more and a variation value of fiber size (U%) during the continuous measurement of the fiber size by an 
evenness tester is 1 .5 or less as well as the fiber exhibits either one of characteristics defined by the following requisites 
(1),(2) and (3); 

(1) a periodic variation on the smaller fiber size side at an interval of 10 m or less exists in an evenness tester 
35 chart, and a magnitude of the variation is 2% or less of an average fineness, 

(2) while the existence of the periodic variation on the smaller fiber size side at an interval of 1 0 m or less is not 
discernible from the evenness tester chart, a periodic variation at an interval of 10 m or less exists in a diagram 
for analyzing the period of fiber size variation, and 

(3) no periodic variation on the smaller fiber size side at an interval of 1 0 m or less is discernible from the evenness 
40 tester chart, and no periodic variation at an interval of 1 0 m or less exists in the diagram for analyzing the period 

of fiber size variation. 

[0017] (Note the toughness is calculated from the equation of strength at break x elongation at break 1/2 (cN/dtex) 
% 1/2 , and a length of fiber to be measured by the evenness tester is 250 m.) 

45 [0018] A second aspect of the present invention is a method for producing a fiber from PTT having an intrinsic 
viscosity in a range from 0.7 to 1 .3, composed of 95 mol% or more of repeated units of trimethylene terephthalate and 
5 mol% or less of those of other ester by a two-step method wherein an undrawn fiber is once taken up in a spinning 
process as a package form at a take-up rate of 1 900 m/min or less and then drawn in a drawing process, characterized 
in that the undrawn fiber is taken up at a take-up tension in a range from 0.04 to 0.12 cN/dtex, and retained in an 

50 environmental atmosphere having a temperature in a range from 10 to 25 °C and a relative humidity in a range from 
75 to 1 00% during a winding process, a storage process and a drawing process, and in that the drawing of the undrawn 
fiber is completed within 100 hours after the undrawn fiber has been taken up. 
[0019] The present invention will be described in more detail below. 

[0020] The present invention is a method for producing a fiber from PTT having an intrinsic viscosity in a range from 
55 0.7 to 1 .3, composed of 95 mol% or more of repeated units of trimethylene terephthalate and 5 mol% or less of those 
of other ester by a two-step method wherein an undrawn fiber is once taken up in a spinning process as a package 
form at a take-up rate of 1900 m/min or less and then drawn in a drawing process, and a twisted or non-twisted PTT 
filament fiber obtained by the above method. 
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[0021] In general, the drawing operation in the two-step method is carried out by a so-called draw twister shown in 
Fig. 7 or a draw winder shown in Fig. 8, and a drawn fiber is wound as a pirn (shown in Fig. 9) in the former or as a 
cheese (shown in Fig. 1 0) in the latter. Generally speaking, the fiber wound in the pirn is twisted, while the fiber wound 
in the cheese is non-twisted. In Figs. 7 and 8, reference numeral 15 denotes an undrawn package, 16 a supply roll, 
5 1 7 a hot plate, 1 8 a draw roll, 1 9 a pirn and 20 a cheese. Also, in Fig. 9, reference numerals 21 and 22 denote a bobbin 
and a drawn fiber, respectively. In Fig. 10, reference numerals 23 and 24 denote a paper tube and a drawn fiber, 
respectively. 

[0022] In the first aspect of the present invention, the toughness is 1 9 (cN/dtex)% 1/2 or more. If the toughness is less 
than 1 9 (cN/dtex)% 1/2 , mechanical properties such as a tearing strength of a knit or woven fabric obtained by processing 
10 the PTT fiber becomes too inferior to be used for clothing. A preferable value of the toughness is 21 (cN/dtex)% 1/2 or 
more. In this regard, the toughness of polyethylene terephthalate fiber for general clothing use is approximately 24 
(cN/dtex)%^. 

[0023] In the first aspect of the present invention, a variation value of fiber size (U%) during the continuous meas- 
urement of the fiber size by an evenness tester is 1 .5% or less. If the U% exceeds 1 .5%, physical properties of the 
15 fiber become uneven to result in a streaky or irregularly dyed knit or woven fabric. U% is preferably 1 .2% or less, more 
preferably 1 .0% or less. 

[0024] It is thought that the undrawn fiber obtained under conditions wherein a package of the undrawn fiber is 
significantly transformed due to the shrinkage with time has a large variation in size of undrawn fiber to worsen the U%. 
[0025] According to the first aspect of the present invention, there is a periodic variation on a smaller fiber size side 
20 at an interval of 10 m or less on a chart obtained by the continuous measurement of a fiber size by an evenness tester, 
and a magnitude of the variation is 2% or less relative to an average fiber size. This corresponds to the above-mentioned 
requisite (1). 

[0026] The confirmation of whether or not the periodicity exists in the variation of fiber size may be possible by directly 
reading a chart of the continuous measurement of fiber size (Diagram Mass) or through an analysis of the periodic 
25 variation in fiber size (Spectrogram Mass) described later. In the latter, if there is a peak in CV value representing a 
variance of the fiber size (shown in a vertical axis of the analysis diagram) exceeding approximately 0.2% between 1 
m and 1 0 m of a length of period (shown in a horizontal axis of the analysis diagram), it is said that the periodicity exists 
in the variation of fiber size. 

[0027] The periodic variation on the smaller fiber size side is a variation corresponding to downward whisker-like 
30 signals generating at an equal interval on a continuous measurement chart of fiber size shown in Fig. 4A. A fact that 
the signals generated at an equal interval are observed at the equal interval means that the fluctuation of fiber size 
causing the signals periodically occurs, and the existence of a downward signal means that a fiber size (a fineness of 
fiber) at that point as seen in the lengthwise direction of the fiber varies to a smaller side. A ratio of the periodic variation 
on a smaller fiber size side relative to the average fiber size is directly readable from the chart. If this ratio exceeds 
35 2%, a knit or woven fabric suitable for a clothing use is not obtainable from this fiber even though the U% is 1 .5% or 
less, because the dyeing speck and the unevenness of luster become significant due to this periodic variation of fiber 
size. 

[0028] An interval of the period variation of fiber size substantially corresponds to a product of one traverse stroke 
or two between opposite ends of an undrawn fiber package and a draw ratio. It is surmised that a length of undrawn 
40 fiber existing at opposite ends or one end of the package is drawn due to the unwinding resistance to cause the periodic 
variation of fiber size on the smaller fiber size side. In the two-step method, the interval of the periodic variation of fiber 
size is determined by a traverse stroke, a winding angle and a draw ratio of a winder for the undrawn fiber and, in 
general, is 10 m or less. 

[0029] When the periodic variation of fiber size on the smaller fiber size side becomes small, the downward signals 
45 generated at the equal pitch are not discernible on the continuous measurement chart of fiber size as shown in Fig. 
4B. However, in a period analysis diagram (shown in Fig. 5B) corresponding to Fig. 4B, there are signals representing 
the existence of the periodic variation. The above-mentioned requisite (2) defines such a phenomenon that signals are 
not discernible in the chart but are represented in the period analysis diagram. In the diagram shown in Fig. 5B, four 
signals, i.e., those projecting like mountains exist in an area of the horizontal axis shorterthan 10 m. This state, wherein 
50 one mountain-like signal, or more, is visible, is a state wherein the periodic variation exists in fiber size on the period 
analysis diagram as defined in the requisite (2). In this regard, according to the period analysis, it could not be deter- 
mined whether or not the signals belong to the smaller fiber size side or the larger fiber size side. The range satisfying 
the requisite (2) is a favorable range of the present invention. 

[0030] If the periodic variation of fiber size becomes further smaller, no mountain-like signal is visible even in the 
55 periodic analysis diagram. This state is one showing the characteristic of the requisite (3). That is, the range satisfying 
the requisite (3) is a more favorable range of the present invention. 

[0031] In the second aspect of the present invention, a winding tension of the undrawn fiber in the spinning process 
is 0.04 to 0.12 cN/dtex. If the winding tension is within this range, no significant transformation of the package results 
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even though the undrawn fiber slightly contracts with time. If the atmospheric temperature is retained at a relatively 
high value within a range defined by the present invention, the winding tension is preferably set at a relatively low level. 
On the other hand, if the atmospheric temperature is retained at a relatively low value, the winding tension is preferably 
set at a relatively high level. 

5 [0032] If the winding tension is less than 0.04 cN/dtex, it becomes difficult to wind up the undrawn fiber continuously 
because the fiber runs unstably. If the winding tension exceeds 0.1 2 cN/dtex, the transformation of the package is not 
avoidable due to the shrinkage of the undrawn fiber with time even though the environmental atmospheric temperature 
is retained in a range from 10 to 25 °C. 

[0033] According to the second aspect of the present invention, the winding, storage and drawing processes of the 
10 undrawn fiber are retained in the environmental atmosphere having a temperature in a range from 1 0 to 25 °C and a 
relative humidity in a range from 75 to 100%. 

[0034] If the atmospheric temperature is lower than 10 °C, the shrinkage of the undrawn fiber with time becomes 
extremely small, but the cost necessary for the temperature control increases as well as the working efficiency lowers 
due to the cold. On the contrary, if the atmospheric temperature exceeds 25 °C, the shrinkage of the undrawn fiber 
is with time becomes so large that the transformation of the package is not avoidable even though the winding tension 
is lowered to 0.04 cN/dtex. 

[0035] A favorable range of the atmospheric temperature is from 15 to 22 °C in view of the transformation of the 

undrawn fiber package, the cost necessary for temperature control and the working efficiency. 

[0036] In the second aspect of the present invention, the relative humidity of the atmosphere in which the undrawn 

20 fiber is retained during the respective processes is in a range from 75 to 100%. If the relative humidity is less than 
75%, water imparted together with a finishing agent to the undrawn fiber package is promptly evaporated solely at the 
opposite ends of the package to lower the moisture content of the undrawn fiber in these portions, which results in the 
generation of much fluff in the drawn fiber as well as the rise in U% of the fiber exceeding 1 .5% after being drawn 
whereby the unevenness or the streaky defect are significant in the dyed fabric. A more favorable range of the relative 

25 humidity is from 80 to 95%. 

[0037] According to the second aspect of the present invention, it is necessary to complete the drawing of the undrawn 
fiber within 100 hours after the winding. The time from the initiation of the winding process to the completion of the 
drawing process, that is, a period from an instant at which a leading end of the undrawn fiber is wound at the innermost 
layer of the undrawn fiber package to an instant at which the leading end is drawn, is generally referred to as a lag 

30 time. The lag time must be within 1 00 hours in the present invention. 

[0038] If the lag time exceeds 1 00 hours, water imparted to the undrawn fiber together with the finishing agent is 
partly evaporated to make the water content of the respective portions of the package unequal, while the shrinkage of 
the undrawn fiber with time is small to minimize the package transformation, wh ereby the U% of the drawn fiber becomes 
larger than 1 .5% to result in the dyeing speck (the dyeing grade is lowered below a reject level). The lag time is preferably 

35 within 75 hours, more preferably within 50 hours. 

[0039] A detailed description will be given for PTT polymer according to the present invention. 

[0040] PTT according to the present invention is composed of 95 mol% or more of repeated units of trim ethylene 

terephthalate and 5 mol% or less of those of other ester. 

[0041 ] That is, the PTT according to the present invention is a copolymer composed of PTT homopolymer and other 
40 ester units of 5 mol% or less. A representative of the copolymer components is as follows: 

[0042] An acidic component includes dicarbonic acid having sulfonic group, represented by5-sodiumsulfoisophthalic 
acid, and metallic salts thereof; aromatic dicarbonic acid represented by isophthalic acid; aliphatic dicarbonic acid 
represented by adipic acid, while a glycolic component includes ethylene glycol, butylene glycol and polyethylene 
glycol. A plurality of copolymeric components may be contained. 
45 [0043] An intrinsic viscosity of PTT according to the present invention is in a range from 0.7 to 1 .3. For a clothing 
use, a preferable range is from 0.8 to 1 .1 . 

[0044] PTT according to the present invention may contain additives, such as a residual metal-type catalyst, a heat 
stabilizer, an antioxidant, a delusterant, a shade adjuster, a flame retardant, an ultraviolet inhibitor or others, which 
may be contained as copolymerized components. 
so [0045] A known method may be applied to produce PTT according to the present invention. In general, after being 
polymerized in a molten state, an intrinsic viscosity of the polymer may be further increased through the solid-phase 
polymerization. 

[0046] In the production of PTT fiber according to the present invention, for example, a process shown in Figs. 6 
and 7 may be adopted. 

55 [0047] In Fig. 6, PTT pellets dried in a dryer 3 to have a moisture content of 30 ppm or less is supplied to an extruder 
4 set at a temperature in a range from 255 to 265 °C and melted therein. The molten PTT is fed through a bend 5 to 
a spin head 6 set at a temperature in a range from 250 to 265°C and metered by a gear pump. Thereafter, PTT is 
extruded into a spinning chamber as a multifilament 9 through a spinneret 8 having a plurality of orifices and mounted 
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to a spin pack 7. 

[0048] An optimum temperature is selected from the above range as that of the extruder or the spin head in accord- 
ance with an intrinsic viscosity and a shape of the PTT pellet. 

[0049] The PTT multifilament extruded into the spinning chamber is thinned by godet rolls 12, 13 rotating at prede- 
5 termined speeds, while being quenched by a cooling air 10 to a room temperature, and solidified to be an undrawn 
fiber having a predetermined fiber size. Prior to being in contact with the godet roll 12, the undrawn fiber is imparted 
with a finishing agent by a finishing agent applicator 11 . After departing from the godet roll 13, the undrawn fiber is 
taken up by a winder 1 4 to be an undrawn fiber package. A winding speed of the undrawn fiber is preferably in a range 
from 1 000 to 1 900 m/min. 

10 [0050] In this process, an environmental atmosphere surrounding the godet rolls 12, 13 and the winder is maintained 
at a temperature in a range from 10 to 25°C and a relative humidity in a range from 75 to 100%. Also, when it is 
necessary to temporarily store the undrawn fiber package thus formed prior to being delivered to a drawing process, 
the package is stored in the atmosphere with the above-mentioned conditions. 

[0051] A winding tension of the undrawn fiber is adjustable by changing the winding speed; i.e., a ratio of the periph- 
15 eral speed of the undrawn fiber package to that of the godet roll 13 during the winding operation. 

[0052] The finishing agent is of an aqueous emulsion type which is safe for the working environment. A concentration 
of the finishing agent is preferably in a range from 10 to 30 wt%. When the aqueous emulsion type finishing agent is 
imparted, the undrawn fiber after being wound contains an amount of water in accordance with the concentration and 
the adhesion degree of the finishing agent. The moisture content is generally in a range from 3 to 5 wt%. 
20 [0053] The undrawn fiber package is then delivered to a drawing process in which it is drawn by the draw twister as 
shown in Fig. 7. The undrawn fiber package 15 is retained in the atmosphere of the draw twister at a temperature in 
a range from 1 0 to 25°C and a relative humidity in a range from 75 to 1 00% while being drawn. In the draw twister, the 
undrawn fiber 15 is first heated on the supply roll 16 having a temperature in a range from 45 to 65°C and drawn by 
using a ratio of the peripheral speed of the draw roll 1 8 to that of the supply roll 1 6 to have a predetermined fiber size. 
25 The fiber runs during or after the drawing while being in contact with the hot plate 17 set at a temperature in a range 
from 1 00 to 150 °C to be subjected to a stretch heat treatment. The fiber exiting the draw roll is twisted by a spindle 
and wound to form the pirn 1 9. 

[0054] In the above process, the ratio of the peripheral speed of the draw roll 1 8 to that of the supply roll 1 6, that is, 
the draw ratio, and the hot plate temperature are preferably set so that the drawing tension is approximately 0.35 cN/ 
30 dtex. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0055] 

35 

Fig. 1 is a graph representing the relationship between the atmospheric condition (temperature) and the shrinkage 
of PTT undrawn fiber with time (when the relative humidity is 90%); 

Fig. 2 is a graph representing the relationship between the atmospheric temperature and the shrinkage of PTT 
undrawn fiber (when the relative humidity is 90% and the time passage is 24 hours); 
40 Fig. 3A is a schematic illustration of an undrawn fiber package in a normal shape; 

Fig. 3B is a schematic illustration of an undrawn fiber package transformed due to the shrinkage of the undrawn 
fiber with time; 

Fig. 4A is a U% chart of an evenness tester (Diagram Mass) wherein the periodic fluctuation on the smaller fiber 
size side is significant; 

^5 Rg. 4B is a U% chart of an evenness tester (Diagram Mass) wherein the periodic fluctuation on the smaller fiber 

size side is not significant; 

Fig. 5A is a periodic analysis diagram of fiber size variation (Spectrogram Mass) corresponding to Fig. 4A; 
Fig. 5B is a periodic analysis diagram of fiber size variation (Spectrogram Mass) corresponding to Fig. 4B; 
Fig. 6 is a schematic illustration of a spinning machine; 
so Fig. 7 is a schematic illustration of a draw twister; 

Fig. 8 is a schematic illustration of a draw winder; 
Fig. 9 is a schematic illustration of a pirn; and 
Fig. 10 is a schematic illustration of a cheese. 

55 BEST MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

[0056] The present invention will be described with reference to Examples. 

[0057] In this regard, methods and conditions for measuring physical properties are as follows: 
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(a) Intrinsic viscosity 

The intrinsic viscosity [ t\] is defined by the following equation: 

5 [ ti] = lim ( t)r - 1) / C 

c— o 

In the above equation, r\r is a value obtained by dividing a viscosity, measured at 35 °C, of a solution of PTT 
polymer diluted with o-chlorophenol solvent having a purity of 98% or more by a viscosity of the above solvent at 
10 the same temperature, and is referred to as a relative viscosity. C is a polymer concentration represented by g/ 

100 ml. 

(b) Shrinking percentage of undrawn fiber with time (%) 

Directly after being taken up, the undrawn fiber is wound 20 times around a counter reel having a peripheral 
length of 1 .125 m to form a hank (a ring-like yarn bundle), which is left in an atmosphere of predetermined tern- 
's perature and humidity for a predetermined period with no load. 

Lengths of the hank are measured directly after forming the hank and after a predetermined time has passed 
(corresponding to the time passage after the undrawn fiber has been wound), and the shrinking percentage of the 
undrawn fiber with time is calculated by the following equation, wherein a load applied to the hank when the length 
thereof is measured is 22.5 mg/dtex: 



20 



Shrinking percentage of undrawn fiber with time = [(L1 - L2) / L1 ] x 1 00 



in which L1 is an initial length of the hank (cm) and L2 is a length of the hank after the predetermined period has 
25 passed (cm). 

(c) Strength at break, elongation at break and toughness 

A general purpose tensile tester is used for depicting a stress-strain curve under the test condition of a fiber 

gripping length of 50 cm and a stretching rate of 50 cm/min. The test is carried out five times and an average 

strength at break (cN/dtex) and an average elongation at break (%) are obtained. Therefrom, a toughness is cal- 
30 culate by the following equation: 

Toughness = strength at break x elongation at break 1/2 (cN/dtex)% 1/2 

35 (d) Continuous measurement of variation of fiber size (chart) and fluctuation value of fiber size (U%) 

A chart of the continuous measurement of fiber size (Diagram Mass) is obtained by the following method, and 
simultaneously therewith, U% is measured. 

Tester evenness tester (Uster tester 4 manufactured by Zeilweger Uster) 
40 Measuring condition : 

Yarn speed: 100 m/min 
Number of twist: 1 0000 turns/min 
Measured length of fiber 250 m 
45 Scale: determined in accordance with the fluctuation of fiber size. 

When the periodic fluctuation of fiber size is clearly observed from the chart as shown in Fig. 4A, an interval 
of the periodic fluctuation of fiber size and a ratio of a magnitude of the fluctuation to an average fiber size is read 
from the chart. 

50 When the periodic fluctuation of fiber size is not clearly observed from the chart as shown in Fig. 4B, a period 

analysis diagram as shown in Fig. 5A or 5B, i.e., Spectrogram Mass (a diagram representing the periodicity of 
variance CV of the fluctuation of fiber size) is obtained by using a software for analyzing a period of fiber size 
belonging to the evenness tester, from which is determined whether or not there are mountain-like signals or the 
periodic fluctuation of fiber size and an interval of the occurrence if any. 

55 (e) Dyeing grade 

The dyeing grade is determined by an expert in accordance with the following criteria. 
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Grade 5: most excellent (acceptable) 
Grade 4: excellent (acceptable) 
Grade 3: good (hardly acceptable) 
Grade 2: inferior (unacceptable) 
s Grade 1 : extremely inferior (unacceptable) 

Examples 1 to 4 & Comparative examples 1 and 2 

[0058] In this test series, the investigation was made on the influence of the atmospheric temperature in which the 

10 undrawn fiber is retained on the shrinkage of the undrawn fiber with time. 

[0059] PTT fiber of 56 dtex/24f was produced from PTT pellets having an intrinsic viscosity of 0.91 and containing 
0.4 wt% of titanium oxide, through a spinning machine and a draw twister shown in Figs. 6 and 7, respectively. This 
spinning machine was capable of mounting sixteen spinnerets, and therefore sixteen undrawn fibers were simultane- 
ously prepared. In the drawing process subsequent thereto, the sixteen undrawn fibers thus prepared were simulta- 

15 neously drawn. 

[0060] The simultaneous preparation/drawing of these sixteen undrawn fibers was carried out while changing the 
atmospheric conditions. After the undrawn fibers have been wound (i.e., after 6 kg-weight packages have been formed) 
and further storedfor24 hours, the drawing process was carried out so thatfour 1 .5 kg-weight packages are sequentially 
doffed from the respective 6 kg-weight package, wherein one hour was interposed between the respective doffs. 
20 [0061 ] The undrawn fiber was retained in the atmosphere of the predetermined condition during the winding, storage 
and drawing processes. The atmospheric temperature was changed in a range from 28 to 15 °C (as shown in Table 
1) while maintaining the relative humidity at 90%, under which condition the preparation of the undrawn fiber was 
carried out four times. 

[0062] The spinning condition and the drawing condition were as follows: 

25 

Spinning condition: 

Pellet drying temperature and aimed moisture content: 130 °C, 25 ppm 
Extruder temperature: 260 °C 
30 Spin head temperature: 265°C 

Diameter of spinneret orifice: 0.24 mm 
Discharge rate of polymer: 1 9 g/m in/end 

Cooling air condition: temperature of 22°C J relative humidity of 90% and air speed of 0.5 m/sec. 

Finishing condition: 1 0% aqueous emulsion, an adhesion degree of 0.8 wt% 
35 Take-up speed (peripheral speed of godet roll): 1500 m/min 

Winding speed: Adjustment was made so that the winding tension is 0.07 cN/dtex. 

Concentration & adhesion amount of finishing agent: 10% aqueous emulsion, 0.8 wt%. 

Moisture content of undrawn fiber: 4.0 wt% 

Weight of undrawn fiber package: 6 kg 
40 Time necessary for forming the above package: 5.3 hours 

Drawing condition: 

Supply roll temperature of draw twister: 55 °C 
45 Hot plate temperature of draw twister: 1 30°C 

Draw roll temperature of draw twister not heated (room temperature) 

Draw ratio: Adjustment was made so that an elongation at break of the resultant drawn fiber is approximately 
40%. 

Winding speed: 800 m/min 
so Weight of drawn fiber pirn: 1 .5 kg 

Time necessary for forming the above pirn: 5.8 hours 

[0063] In this test series, sixteen undrawn fiber packages were simultaneously doffed six times in correspondence 
with the respective atmospheric conditions shown in Table 1 , and the drawing experiment of 1 .5 kg pirn x four times 
55 was carried out on the respective doff. As shown in Table 1 , the degree of the transformation of undrawn fiber package 
and the number of yarn breakage due to unfavorable unwinding were estimated, and as shown in Table 2, the physical 
property and quality of the drawn fiber were estimated. 

[0064] As is apparent from Table 1 , in Comparative examples 1 and 2 wherein the atmospheric temperature is outside 
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the definition of the present invention, the transformation of the undrawn fiber packages is large to result in many yarn 
breakages due to the unfavorable unwinding during the drawing process, while in Examples 1 to 4 wherein the atmos- 
pheric temperature is within the definition of the present invention, the transformation of the undrawn fiber packages 
is small to result in few yarn breakages caused by the unfavorable unwinding. 

[0065] As is apparent from Table 2, the drawn fibers in Comparative examples 1 and 2 wherein the atmospheric 
temperature is outside the definition of the present invention have a large U% and a large periodic fluctuation of fiber 
size. Also the dyeing grade is 1 and 2 which are unacceptable. On the other hand, the drawn fibers in Examples 1 to 
4 which are within the definition of the present invention exhibit a high uniformity, that is, they are favorable in U% and 
small in periodic fluctuation of fiber size as well as have acceptable dyeing grades of 3 to 5. 



10 



Table 1 



15 



20 



25 



No. \ 


Atmospheric 
condition 


Package 

shape 

24 hours 

after 

being 

wound 


Number of yarn breakages due 
to unfavorable unwinding 


Temperature 
°C 


Relative 
humidity 

% 


1st 
doff 

31.1 hr 
* 


2nd 
doff 
39.2 hr 
* 


3rd 
doff 
47.3 hr 
* 


4th 
doff 

55.5 hr 
* 


Total 


Comparative 
example 1 


28 


90 


XX 


7 


6 


10 


15 


40 


Comparative 
example 2 


26 


90 


X 


7 


7 


9 


11 


34 


Example 1 


24 


90 


o . 


1 


2 


1 


3 


7 


Example 2 


22 


90 


O 


0 


1 


2 


1 


4 


Example 3 


IB 


90 


O 


0 


1 


1 


1 


3 


Example 4 


15 


90 


O 


1 


1 


0 


1 


3 



30 



Note 1: O very good, O good, x largely transformed, xx 
very largely transformed 

Note 2: Number of yarn breakages due to unfavorable 
unwinding is the number of yarn breakages 
occurring during the drawing process of sixteen 



40 



undrawn fiber packages caused by the unfavorable 
unwinding. 



45 



50 



Note 3: In Table, * represents the maximum time lapse of 
the undrawn fiber drawn in that doff from the 
initiation of the winding to the completion of 
the drawing thereof (that is, a time for which 
the fiber exists as undrawn fiber). 



55 
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Examples 5 to 7 & Comparative examples 3 and 4 

[0066] In this test series, the Investigation was made on the influence of the atmospheric relative humidity on the 
shrinkage of the undrawn fiber with time and the quality of the drawn fiber. 
5 [0067] The tests were carried out in the same manner as in Example 2 except that the relative humidity is changed 
as shown in Table 3. 

[0068] The transformation of the undrawn fiber packages and the number of yarn breakages were shown in Table 
3, and the average physical property, the uniformity or others of the drawn fibers were shown in Table 4. 
[0069] It is apparent from Table 4 that when the relative humidity was less than 75%, U% of the drawn fiber as well 
10 as the dyeing uniformity (dyeing grade) become worse. 

[0070] Also, while there were extremely little fluff in the drawn fibers obtained by Examples 5 to 7, there were very 
much fluff in the drawn fibers obtained by Comparative examples 3 and 4. 

15 Table 3 



20 



25 





Atmospheric 
condition 


Package 

shape 

24 hours 

after 

being 

wound 


Number of yarn breakages due 
to unfavorable unwinding 


Temperature 


Relative 
humidity 

% 


1st 
doff 
31.1 hr 
♦ 


2nd 
doff 
39.2 hr 


3rd 
doff 
47.3 hr 
* 


4th 
doff 
55.5 hr 
* 


Total 


Example 5 


22 


95 


o 


1 


2 


1 


2 




Example 6 


22 


85 


o 


1 


1 


1 


2 


5 


Example 7 


22 


75 


o 


1 


0 


2 


2 


5 


Comparative 
example 3 


22 


70 


o 


0 


2 


2 


3 


7 


Comparative 
example 4 


22 


60 


o 


1 


2 


3 


2 


8 



[0071] In Table, * represents the maximum time lapse of the undrawn fiber drawn in that doff from the initiation of 
so the winding to the completion of the drawing thereof (that is, a time for which the fiber exists as undrawn fiber). 
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Examples 8 to 10 & Comparative examples 5 and 6 

[0072] In this test series, the investigation was made on the influence of the winding tension on the shrinkage of the 
undrawn fiber with time and the quality of the drawn fiber. 
5 [0073] The tests were carried out in the same manner as in Example 2 except that the winding tension is changed 
as shown in Table 5. 

[0074] The transformation of the undrawn fiber packages and the number of yarn breakages were shown in Table 
5, and the average physical property, the uniformity or others of the drawn fibers were shown in Table 6. 
[0075] As apparent from Tables 5 and 6, when the winding tension exceeds 0.12 cN/dtex, the transformation of the 
10 undrawn package is significant even if the atmospheric condition is within the definition of the present invention, and 
as a result, the drawing process is not smoothly carried out and the periodic variation on the smaller fiber size side is 
observed in the drawn fiber. 

[0076] In this regard, the winding of the undrawn fiber was impossible when the winding tension is less than 0.04 
cN/dtex. 

15 



Table 5 



20 



25 





Winding 
tension 

cN/dtex 


Package shape 
24 hours 
after being 
wound 


Number of yarn break 
unfavorable unwindin 


ages due to 


1st doff 
31.1 hr* 


2nd doff 
39.2 hr* 


3rd doff 
47.3 hr* 


4th doff 
55.5 hr* 


Total 


Comparative 
example 5 


0.16 


XX 


3 


3 


4 


5 


15 


Comparative 
example 6 


0.13 


X 


2 


3 


3 


4 


12 


Example 8 


0.11 


O 


1 


1 


2 


2 


6 


Example .9 


0.08 


o 


1 


1 


1 


2 


5 


Example 10 


0.04 


o 


0 


1 


1 


1 


3 



30 [0077] In Table, * represents the maximum time lapse of the undrawn fiber drawn in that doff from the initiation of 
the winding to the completion of the drawing thereof (that is, a time for which the fiber exists as undrawn fiber). 
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Example 11 

[0078] PTT polymer containing titanium oxide of 0.05 wt% and having an intrinsic viscosity [t|] of 0.90 was spun and 
drawn under the same process conditions as in Example 2. Results thereof were as follows: 

5 

Spinning and drawing: 

Shape of the undrawn fiber package 24 hours after the winding;0 (good) 

Number of yam breakages due to unfavorable unwinding (total number of four doffs); five times Physical 
10 properties and uniformity of raw yarn (average of five drawn yarns) 





Fiber size 


54.8 dtex 




Strength at break 


4.0cN/dtex 


15 


Elongation at break 


40.2% 




Toughness 


25 (cN/dtex)% 1 * 




Shrinkage in boiling water 


13.1% 




Extreme value of thermal stress 


0.30 cN/dtex 


20 


U% 


0.8% 


Periodic variation of fiber size (corresponding to the requisite (2) in claim 1) 


(2) 




Dyeing grade 


4 



CAPABILITY OF EXPLOITATION IN INDUSTRY 

25 

[0079] PTT fiber according to the present invention is higher in toughness, smaller in fiber size fluctuation, i.e., U%, 
and in periodic variation of fiber size, whereby it is possible to obtain therefrom a knit or woven fabric having a high 
tenacity as well as a favorable dyeing uniformity as a whole. 

[0080] Also, a method for producing PTT fiber according to the present invention is a two-step method consisting of 
30 a spinning/winding process of an undrawn fiber and a drawing process of the undrawn fiber subsequent thereto, which 
can minimize the transformation of an undrawn fiber package due to the shrinkage of undrawn fiber with time, and the 
unfavorable drawing and the fluctuation of fiber size of the drawn fiber caused thereby. Thus, PTT fiber excellent in 
uniformity is obtainable at a high yield. 



Claims 

1. A twisted or non-twisted polytrimethylene terephthalate fiber high in uniformity having an intrinsic viscosity in a 
range from 0.7 to 1 .3, composed of 95 mol% or more of repeated units of trimethylene terephthalate and 5 mol% 

40 or less of those of other ester, characterized in that a toughness of the fiber is 1 9 (cN/dtex) % 1/2 or more and a 

variation value of fiber size (U%) during the continuous measurement of the fiber size by an evenness tester is 
1 .5 or less as well as the fiber exhibits either one of characteristics defined by the following requisites (1 ), (2) and (3); 

(1 ) a periodic variation on the smaller fiber size side at an interval of 1 0 m or less exists in an evenness tester 
45 chart, and a magnitude of the variation is 2% or less of an average fineness, 

(2) while the existence of the periodic variation on the smaller fiber size side at an interval of 10 m or less is 
not discernible from the evenness tester chart, a periodic variation at an interval of 1 0 m or less exists in a 
diagram for analyzing the period of fiber size variation, and 

(3) no periodic variation on the smaller fiber side at an interval of 1 0 m or less is discernible from the evenness 
50 tester chart, and no periodic variation at an interval of 1 0 m or less exists in the diagram for analyzing the 

period of fiber size variation. 

(Note the toughness is calculated from the equation of strength at break x elongation at break 1/2 (cN/dtex) 
% 1/2 , and a length of fiber to be measured by the evenness tester is 250 m.) 

55 

2. A polytrimethylene terephthalate fiber high in uniformity defined by claim 1, wherein the variation value of fiber 
size (U%) is 1 .2 or less and the fiber exhibits the characteristic defined by the requisite (2) or (3) 
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A method for producing a fiber from polytrimethylene terephthalate having an intrinsic viscosity in a range from 
0.7 to 1.3, composed of 95 mol% or more of repeated units of trimethylene terephthalate and 5 mol% or less of 
those of other ester by a two-step method wherein an undrawn fiber is once taken up in a spinning process as a 
package form at a take-up rate of 1 900 m/min or less and then drawn in a drawing process, characterized in that 
the undrawn fiber is taken up at a take-up tension in a range from 0.04 to 0.12 cN/dtex, and retained in an envi- 
ronmental atmosphere having a temperature in a range from 10 to 25°C and a relative humidity in a range from 
75 to 100% during a winding process, a storage process and a drawing process, and in that the drawing of the 
undrawn fiber is completed within 100 hours after the undrawn fiber has been taken up. 
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Fig.1 
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Fig.3A 



Fig.3B 
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Fig.6 
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Fig.8 
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